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[Abstract] The purpose of this study was to analyze the trends in nursing research of national hospitals and sanatoriums and to
categorize them according to their distinctive features. A survey was conducted of 261 studies in nursing, funded by the Ministry
of Health, Labor and Welfare from 1996 to 2002. Research methods and main themes were analyzed and classified using our own
format. The main themes were extracted and classified by two researchers acting independently so that the study would be reliable.

The findings revealed the following. The survey was used as the most common method of research ; questionnaires were used the
most for data collection and the most frequent subject of research was the nurse. The average number of hospitals and sanatoriums

responsible for each study was 5.41. The main themes were as follows. In clinical nursing practice, these were “improvements and

”» o« ”» o« » o«

the development of new nursing roles”, “the development of guidelines for nursing care”, “continu-

the prevention of clinical accidents”,

developments in nursing care
ing nursing care”, “promoting early independence of patients”,
and quality of life”,

“quality of nursing”, “nursing work”, “the administration of beds”,

» o« » o«

the mental state of patients

» o«

the care of families”, and “protection of rights for patients and families”. In nursing administration, they were

» o«

nursing records and the release of information” and “personal

» o«

management”. In basic nursing education, they were “teaching contents and teaching methods”, “clinical practice”, “nursing

» o«

students” and “the state examination”. In post-graduate education, they were “professional education”, “education for middle
managers” and “education for novice nurses”. The items were also classified according to policy-based medical services, and it was
found that research covered 19 out of these 20 areas. In most cases, research reflected changes in society and changes in medical
treatment, changes in health and medical needs of people, and policy-based medical services. As a consequence it would seem to

be necessary to apply evaluation research to policy-based medical services. To achieve this, nurses need the necessary resources.
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