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Nursing Competencies Required of a New Graduatein RN-BSN Program
-An Analysis of the Implementation in British Columbia, Canada-

Kazuko Matsui * , Maki Tawara 1, Mieko Sagawa *

O Abstract(T] The revised entry-level competencies in 'Competencies Required of aNew Graduate' were developed over three years by
Registered Nurses Association of British Columbia (RNABC) and completed in December, 2000. We think that competency
requirements are very significant for Registered Nurse (RN) - Bachelor of science in Nursing (BSN) programs in Japan. The purpose
of our study isto clarify the structure and the function of competencies, its significance, the roles and the characteristics of the revised
competencies, and the factors related to the revision.

The results are as follows;

1.'Competencies Required of a New Graduate' and 'Standards for Nursing Practice in British Columbia are the fundamental
requirements for a new nursing graduate in British Columbia.

The Standards are the professional practice requirements for a RN in British Columbia and have become the basis for the
Competencies. Six standards for Nursing Practice are: Responsibility and Accountability, Specialized Body of Knowledge,
Competent Application of Knowledge, Code of Ethics, Provision of Services to the Public, and Self Regulation.

2. Factors related to the entry-level competencies are: primary health care policy and health care reform in Canadain order to achieve
just and effective "Health for All". As one of the means for the health care reform to succeed RNABC had set out the goal to have all
new graduates in nursing in British Columbia be certified in Baccalaureate level by the year 2000.

3. The revised entry-level competencies have ten components: Provides competent professional care, Serves the public and the
nursing profession, Performs and refines client assessments, Develops client -focused plans of care, Intervenes, Puts theory into
action, Communicates with clients and teach clients then verifies learning, Evaluate client's progress, Organizes care delivery for self
and team members, and practices collaboratively in the health system.

Thus the educational requirements for the nursing profession are the standards for the nursing professionals to become proponents of
primary health care policy and health care reform in order to achieve "Health for All".

0 Keywords[T] entry-level competency, RN-BSN program, professional care, nursing practice, health care reform
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